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English

Explanation text



Task 1

What is an explanation text?

An explanation text explains how or why something works or happens. 

Explanations detail and logically describe the stages in a process, such as the 

water cycle, or how a plant grows. Other examples could be how a law is made or 

the lifecycle of a frog.



Task 1

Here is the WAGOLL (What A Good One Looks Like) so you can see how an 

explanation text is set out and structured. On the next two slides, it has been 

enlarged so you can read it more easily.



How Do Flowering Plants Grow?

Have you ever wondered how plants grow? Then, read on… 

This fascinating leaflet will explain how the plant lifecycle works.

The Beginning
Plants begin life as a seed. If the seed has water and warmth, it 
germinates (starts to grow). First, a root appears, which grows 
down into the soil. After that, a pale, leafless shoot pushes up 
towards the light.

Photosynthesis
As soon as the plant’s tiny shoot is tall enough, it
produces green leaves at the top. These are the factory
of the plant that use sunshine and water to create food
to build more leaves, the stem and flowers. This is an
important process called photosynthesis. Plants couldn’t
exist without it!

a germinating seed

a young seedling a growing plant



Pollination
Because the flowers’ petals are brightly coloured, they attract 
insects such as bees. Inside each flower, minute grains of pollen 
are found on short stalks. The bees come to collect this pollen 
for their food. As they continue from plant to plant, some of it 
brushes off and falls into other flowers.  This is called 
pollination. As a result, pollen mixes with tiny egg cells and this 
makes a seed.

Seed Dispersal
Once the flower has been pollinated, the coloured petals
fall off. Then, the base of the flower starts to swell up
into a fruit as the seeds grow.

Eventually, the fruit ripens and the seeds are released. This is 
called seed dispersal. This means that the whole cycle can begin 
again as a new plant rapidly starts to grow.

a bee collecting pollen 

from a flowering plant

a seed pod

a dried-out seed 

pod



Look at features of an explanation text highlighted around the edge of the WAGOLL, 

use the numbers to help you find examples in the text. 



Task 2

It is your job to write a detailed explanation text so that Flarg can go back to his 

home planet and tell his king and queen all about the life cycle of frogs from Erarth! 

(remember, Flarg doesn’t know anything so you have to include as much 

information as you can possibly remember!)

This looks like an interesting 
planet! I wonder if there are 
any interesting or unusual 
animals that live here. Can 
anybody explain the life of 
one of them to me if there 
are any?



Task 2























Task 2 Now that you have looked at some information about the lifecycle of as frog, it’s time 

to plan your explanation text. Use these subheadings to set out a plan in your workbook or on 

paper.

Title
Can you come up with a catchy title which 
shows it is going to be an explanation text

Introduction
What are you writing about? 

Use a rhetorical question.

Stage one
What is the first stage of your explanation 

text? 

Stage two
What is the second stage of your explanation 

text? 

Stage Three
What is the next stage of your explanation 

text? 

Stage four
What is the final stage of your explanation 

text? 

Conclusion
Bring all of the ideas together, explain that 

you hope this text has been informative and 
helpful.



Task 3/4

Your next task is to use the information you have gathered in your plan to write your 

own explanation text for Flarg the Alien to take back to his home planet! But before 

you do, Let’s re-cap the genre features of an explanation text so that we can do a 

fantastic job for him.

Year 3 writing features

• Fronted adverbials

• Sequencing words

• Inverted commas                                

• Paragraphs 

• Expanded noun phrase

• Alliteration

• Rhetorical questions

• A range of conjunctions

• Adverbs

• Causal conjunctions

Explanation text checklist

• Title

• Introductory paragraph

• Chronological order

• Correct stages of the 
process you’re explaining

• Present tense

• Technical vocabulary

• Diagrams with captions

• Concluding paragraph

• Glossary (for any technical 
vocabulary you use)





How to be a superstar Year 3 writer!

Paragraphs Paragraphs should have 4 or 5 sentences in them about the same thing.  They help us to 

section our work and make it easy to follow and read.  Leave a line in between each one.

Headings and sub-headings in non-fiction Headings in non-fiction are used to tell the reader what the whole text is about.

Sub-headings are used to tell the reader what each section of a text is about.  The 

sentences under each sub-heading should be about the same thing.

Sentences with more than one clause Agatha decides to take the yetis back to England, because she wants to look after them.

Paddington loved to eat marmalade sandwiches, while Mr Brown loved beans on toast.

Conjunctions

(when, if, because, although, before, since, after)

when, if, before, after, while, so, because

Adverbs then, next, soon, therefore

Prepositions before, after, during, in, because of

Expanded noun phrases The crystal blue sea sparkled in the bright sunshine.

At the station were lots of noisy passengers and colourful trains.

Fronted adverbials Later that day, Ug returned to his cave for a well-deserved sleep.

Just then, Grace spotted something unusual in the sea.

Quickly, Paddington followed Mr Brown off the platform and met the family.

Inverted commas “Where have you come from?” shouted Mr Brown.

Paddington answered, “I have come all the way from deepest, darkest Peru.”

Apostrophes for possession Grace had to go and stay at her Granny’s house on a quiet island in the Hebrides.

An apostrophe for possession is used to show that something belongs to someone.

Commas in a list In the Brazilian rainforest live parrots, monkeys, snakes, tree-frogs and jaguars

a and an correct Grace wanted an ice cream after her delicious tea.

In the Himalayas Agatha wore a thick coat to keep warm.

If a word starts with a vowel (a, e, i, o, u) – use an; otherwise use a

Year 3/4 words spelt correctly and words with the 

prefix anti-, auto-, super-, in-, un-, dis-, mis-

Use the word cards in the classroom to spell the Year 3 words correctly and words with 

prefixes

https://openclipart.org/detail/287372/crayon
https://openclipart.org/detail/287372/crayon
https://openclipart.org/detail/121969/stars
https://openclipart.org/detail/121969/stars




Task 5

Now that you have finished writing your explanation text, choose one of your 

paragraphs to edit and improve. Here are some ideas for you to think about when 

doing this.

Can you include additional writing features?

Can you improve your handwriting?

Can you include more information related to your topic?



Maths

Addition and subtraction



Task 1A



Task 1A- Check your answers



Task 1B



Task 1B- Check your answers



Task 2



Task 2- Check your answers



Task 3



Task 3- Check you answers



Task 4 Time yourself completing these problems every day. Can you beat your time?



Task 5

Keep practicing your times tables and maybe you could become 

a rock legend

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/21694

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/21694


Task 6

Keep practicing key skills and developing your maths 

knowledge using mathwhizz!

https://www.whizz.com/login/

https://www.whizz.com/login/


Curriculum 

(History)



Attention Year 3!!!!

This week we still need you to help us create amazing resources for 
future Year 3 children to use when leaning about Hull’s fishing industry.



The task:

You are going to answer key questions about the Triple Trawler tragedy. 



Task 1 - Read the information found on my learning.

What was the Triple Trawler Disaster?

In 1968 three trawlers from Hull sank within a few weeks of each other and 
58 men lost their lives. The city of Hull went into shock, especially the 

Hessle Road area, where most of the fishing community lived. People were 
horrified that this could have happened.



Who was Involved?

The St Romanus was the first trawler to be lost on the 18th January. All 
20 crew members were lost at sea. The second trawler in the disaster 

was the Kingston Peridot, which was lost on the 26th January with all 20 
of its men. The Ross Cleveland was the third trawler to be involved in 
the tragedy. It was lost on the 4th February, with 18 members of the 

crew. Only one man survived, Harry Eddom.



The Trawler men 

who lost their lives.



Why did so many men lose their lives on the St Romanus?

The trawlers were always told that they needed to keep the owners of 
the trailers up to date every day with information about what they have 

caught. However this trawler did not as the trawler was not equipped 
with up to date radios. When this trawler was in trouble due to harsh 
weather conditions, the alarm was not raised until the 26th January. 
This meant no one even knew that this trawler was in trouble. This 

meant that the Ross Cleveland still went to see even with this trawler 
sinking. Later on it was discovered the on the 11th January a mayday 

call was heard by another ship, which is a call that ships do if they are in 
trouble. This call was not passed on. All 20 men on board died.



Why did so many men lose their lives on the Kingston Peridot?

On the 26th January the Kingston Peridot was fishing off north-east 
Iceland in really bad weather. The Kingston Peridot told another trawler 
by radio that they were having difficulties with ice build-up on the ship, 

and arranged to move east to join them, but no further contact was 
made. No one came to help the ship and no other trawlers made 

contact with the Kingston Peridot to ensure they were okay. On the 
29th January one of the liferafts from the Kingston Peridot was washed 

ashore. This was the first time people were aware the trawler was in 
trouble. All 20 men onboard died.



Why did so many men lose their lives on the Ross Cleveland?

On the 3rd February the Ross Cleveland was in really bad weather. They 
then weren’t to go and shelter in north-west Iceland but they were 

faced with hurricane force winds, blizzards and strong winds. Due to this 
a lot of ice formed on the trawlers and when the captain tried to move 

the trawler to a safer place he was faced with strong winds and the boat 
capsized and sank.

Harry Eddom was found a few days later washed up on shore in a life 
raft. He was the only person to have survived, the other 18 men on 

board had died.



The trawlers.

Starting from the top: St Romanus, Kingston Peridot and Ross 
Cleveland.



Task 2.

In your workbooks you are going to answer these questions in full 
sentences. The more information you gather now the easier next week 

will be when we discuss the safety campaigns.

If it is possible you can create a free account on Kahoot. If you follow 
the link OR enter the game pin below then you can answer the 

following questions on an interactive quiz that has been created 
specifically for our class.

https://kahoot.it/challenge/04155390?challenge-id=8adaf2b4-8aba-4cc4-bae3-
e562aba53090_1588682432011

04155390

OR

https://kahoot.it/challenge/04155390?challenge-id=8adaf2b4-8aba-4cc4-bae3-e562aba53090_1588682432011


Questions:

1. When did the Triple Trawler Tragedy happen?

2. Why is it called the Triple Trawler Tragedy?

3. How many men lost their lives?

4. Why were people down Hessle road more upset about this?

5. What were the three trawlers called?

6. Why did the weather play a part in the sinking of the trawlers?

7. What else was another reason the St Romanus didn’t get help?

8. What was the name of the only person who survived?

9. What is a mayday call?

10.Where were the trawlers fishing?



Science

Physics



Task 1

This week you are going to focus on another force.

Last week you looked at air resistence.

Can you remember the name of this force in action?



It is water resistence or buoyancy!!!!



Task 2.

Water resistance – is a force that tries to slow things down that are 

moving through water. It is a type of friction and sometimes called 

drag. Floating - When you float in water, you feel so much lighter in 

weight. 



Task 3.

Time to become a scientist!!!

You are going to take part in a 

variety of science experiments to 

show how water resistance works.

Can you tell your adult how and why 

our water resistance force is being 

used when you do them?

If you’d like you can make notes of 

your observations in your 

workbook. After all, being a top level 

scientist means you make careful 

observations!



Experiment 1 - Play dough

Materials:

Three cups

Water

Play dough 

Stop watch (optional)

Method:

1. Fill the three glasses with water.

2. Take a piece of play dough and create a ball. Then take another piece 

and make a pancake. Then take the last piece and create a triangle.

3. You are going to drop one in at a time and observe or time how long it 

takes to fall down.

4. Which piece falls to the bottom fastest and which one floats more?

5. What other shapes can you make that float?



Experiment 2 - Tin foil and stones

Materials:

Three cups

Water

Tin foil

Stones

Stop watch (optional)

Method:

1. Fill the cups with water.

2. Take the foil and create a ball that is highly crushed up, a ball that has 

more room and a pancake shape.

3. Drop them in the water. Which one has the least water resistence? (Floats 

more)

4. Now take the stones if you can and your job is to create a floating device 

that will ensure these will stay afloat for longer. Make notes about which 

shapes work best.


